
St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Infant School 
 
 

Curriculum Update 
 

Autumn Term 2 – Y21C (Year 1) 
 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
This letter informs you about what your child will be learning at school in the second half 
of the autumn term. We hope that you will be able to help your child explore and discuss 
these areas at home through some of the following ideas: 
 
• searching with them on the internet for child friendly material and relevant websites 

 
• watching relevant television programmes that may support their work 

 
• most importantly, talking to your child about what they have done at school! Listen 

to what they have learned and praise their achievements! 
 
 

 

Subject 
 

 

Our Learning 
 

 

Religious 
Education 

We will look closely at closely at the parables of The Lost Sheep and 
The Lost Son to consider and answer the question – What is God like?  
 

During Advent we will learn about the Advent Wreath and 
Christingle, as signs of the Church preparing for Christmas. We will 
learn about the birth of Jesus through studying the story of his birth 
in the Gospels and begin to understand the concept of incarnation. 
We will write about the birth of Jesus and develop a further 
understanding of the events in the Christmas story. 

 

Science 
Our theme for Science is Seasons. We will focus on the season of 
autumn and observe the changes happen as winter begins. We will 
observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how 
day length varies. We will begin to work scientifically by making 
tables and charts about the weather. 
 

Making links to our theme Street Detectives we will learn about the 
local habitats such as woodlands, fields and gardens, and what 
changes occur during the seasons. 

 

Personal, 
Social and 

Health 
Education 

(PSHE) 

Prior to Bonfire night, we will consider ways we can keep ourselves 
and others safe around fireworks. 
 

We will learn about the process of growing from young to old and 
how people’s needs change. We will identify the new opportunities 
and responsibilities that increasing independence may bring as we 
grow. We will think about how we can learn from our experiences and 
to recognise and celebrate our strengths. 
 

We will continue to learn rules for, and ways of, keeping physically 
and emotionally safe. 

  

  
 
 
 

  



 

Topic 
 

 

Our Learning 
 

 

Street 
Detectives 

 
 
 

For the first week of this half term our focus will be on the 
Gunpowder Plot. We will learn about the events that took place, 
involving Guy Fawkes and the reasons why we celebrate Bonfire night 
today. During the second week we will learn about Remembrance. 
We will learn that commemorations are linked to specific events in 
the past and identify when the World Wars started. We will use 
pictures and photos to find out about the past and compare it to the 
present day.  
 

Our topic for the rest of the half term will be Street Detectives. 
 

History We will start our topic with a virtual Street Detectives walk 
where we will be looking for evidence of the past. We will then 
explore how our local area has changed over time. We will learn about 
William Hunter and why many things are named after him. We will 
use timelines to sequence how homes have changed and notice how 
household objects and building materials have changed. 
 

Geography We will follow specific routes on simple maps and 
navigate the local streets using maps on the tablet computers. We 
will make our own maps, including simple keys, to represent familiar 
routes. As part of our detective work, we will look out for human and 
physical features within our locality. 
 

Art and Design We will explore the work of LS Lowry, studying some 
of his different street scenes. We will imitate his work when 
replicating scenes from the local area. We will draw, paint and collage 
buildings or statues found within our locality using a range of tools 
and media. 
 

Design and Technology We will look at signs from the local area and 
then design a variety of new signs which could be placed around the 
locality to help people to take care of it and to keep each other safe. 
 

Computing Our focus will be digital painting. We will explore the 
world of digital art and its exciting range of creative tools. We will 
create our own paintings, while getting inspiration from a range of 
other artists. We will also consider our preferences when painting 
with, and without, the use of digital devices. 
 

Music This half term we will continue to listen to, and appraise, a 
range of musical styles and compositions. We will further develop 
our understanding of the musical elements including timbre, pitch 
and texture. We will begin to develop our understanding of musical 
score and notes when learning to play the glockenspiels.  
 

Physical Education Within P.E. we will be focusing on developing our 
skipping skills. We will use skipping to develop our balance, agility 
and co-ordination. We will also begin to learn the basic skills of tennis 
and develop our bat and ball skills. Throughout this half term we will 
continue to run for 15 minutes twice a week. 
 

Christmas We will learn about the events of the Nativity and create 
our own Christmas books. We will learn about Christmas within a 
non-European Country. 
 

 

 


